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The Children’s Needs and our Mission 
 

Many mothers around the world, and especially in the 
developing world, are caring for children born with 
conditions that can lead to early death or make it tragi-
cally difficult for them to lead a normal life.  For 
many, any hope is jeopardized by the lack of medical 
services. 
 
Rotary District 7190’s Gift of Life program is part of a 
worldwide Rotary effort to foster and promote the 
cure, or alleviation of life-threatening and life-altering 
conditions of children in need. 
 

  

The Gift of Life (GOL) 
  

The first GOL sponsorship was open heart surgery for 
a Ugandan child, performed in 1974 at St. Francis 
Hospital on Long Island, New York. 
 
Our own District 7190 became involved in the pro-
gram in 1985 when it sponsored open heart surgery at 
the Albany Medical Center Hospital in Albany, New 
York for a young girl from Venezuela. 
 
Since then the program has sponsored children from 
Korea, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Russia 
and Antigua.  More recently we have contributed to 
programs in Bolivia and India.  We also have gathered 
and shipped medical supplies and hospital equipment 
to healthcare providers in Peru, Mexico and Siberia. 
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2020 Gift of Life — Tee Sign Sponsors 

AMSTERDAM ROTARY CLUB 

BALLSTON SPA NATIONAL BANK  

BILL NATHAN 

CHARLIE PALMER-STATE FARM AGENT  

COBLESKILL ROTARY CLUB 

GIL’S GARAGE INC.  

HALFMOON DINER 

JUDA LAW OFFICE, LLC 

LOU WHITNEY   WEDNESDAY GOLF GROUP 

NISKAYUNA ROTARY CLUB 

PAT HERMAN & AL WALLACE 

ROBERTO MARTINEZ — SO. RENSSELAER COUNTY ROTARY CLUB 

ROTARY DISTRICT 7190 

SALEM ROTARY CLUB 

SCHENECTADY ROTARY CLUB 

TERRY AND ANNE PHILLIPS 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

     Thank you for taking the time this year to support our cause of 

healing little hearts around the world.  As we all know 2020 has had 

more than its share of challenges.  That’s why it’s so important to 

take the time out to enjoy some quality time with good friends 

helping a great cause.  Just before the Covid-19 lockdown, Rotary 

District 7190 Gift of Life brought Batnasan and his Mom from Mon-

golia for a life saving heart surgery at Albany Medical Center.  Be-

cause of the shutdown Batnasan, his Mother and their interpreter 

were here for over three months.  During that time Batnasan’s 

mother said she learned that people in the United States are hard-

working, yet sympathetic people that truly care about the world.  

She said both she and her son went home changed.  Her son was 

physically healed and will live a normal, healthy life and she 

changed her impression of the people of the United States.  

     Rotary District 7190 Gift of Life also helped sponsor two Global 

Grants through our parent organization Gift of Life International.  

The 1st Global Grant is to India where over 70 children will be oper-

ated on in 2020-2021 while training local doctors to continue this 

great work on a sustainable basis.  The 2nd Global Grant is to La 

Paz, Bolivia that will operate on 45 children on four different train-

ing trips in 2021.  Again, local doctors and nurses will be trained to 

continue Gift of Life’s mission of healing little hearts around the 

world. 

     We again Thank You for your continued support in our life saving 

mission. 

Yours in Rotary Service, 

Tom Burdick, CFP CLU ChFC 
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Rotary District 7190 

22nd Annual Gift of Life 

Golf Tournament 

September 2020 

Under COVID-19 New York State Safety Protocols 

 

Start Times: 10:00 AM until 12:00 Noon 

Staggered start every nine minutes 

 

Handicap Scramble Format 

Pick up boxed lunch at patio 

Happy Hour begins when you finish golfing 

Awards and Raffle Drawings following golfing 
(check if you are a winner at registration table) 

P L A N  O F  T H E  D AY  
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YOUR SPONSOR FOR 

‘A HOLE IN ONE’ IS 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

FROM 

THE GIFT OF LIFE DISTRICT 7190 
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First Trust is proud to support 

Rotary District 7190 Gift of Life 

in your mission to heal the hearts of 

children around the world. 

 
Congratulations on the 

great work you do. 
 

Best of luck in your golf 
tournament! 

 
 

Dan DeMerchant 
 

Vice President | Structured Investments & 
Target Outcome ETFs 
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The Transamerica Corporation is an American holding company 

 for various life insurance companies and investment firms 

 operating primarily in the United States, offering life and 

supplemental health insurance, investments, and retirement services. 

Tom Burdick, CFP CLU ChFC 

Financial Advisor 

President 

Empire Financial Advisors, Inc. 

3 Lear Jet Lane Ste 200 

Latham, NY 12110 

Direct - 518 608-1117 

Thanks to all of you for your help making a 

success of the worldwide Rotary effort to 

heal children’s hearts around the world 

H O S T  S P O N S O R  
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LU N C H  S P O N S O R  

SHENENDEHOWA ROTARY CLUB 

With Our Congratulations and Appreciation to the 

GIFT OF LlFE District 7190 

LU N C H  S P O N S O R  

DEAN AND DORIS CALAMARAS 

We Proudly Support Gift of Life District 7190 

For All You Do Worldwide 

LU N C H  S P O N S O R  

TWIN BRIDGES ROTARY CLUB 

Thank You GIFT OF LIFE District 7190 

For Tending to the World’s Young Hearts in Need 

 
 IS PROUD TO SUPPORT 

GIFT OF LIFE’S MISSION 

TO HEAL CHILDREN 

AROUND THE WORLD  
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Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corporation 

 

We proudly support Gift of Life District 7190 

For All You Do Worldwide 

Kirk Pogge  
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Supporting the extraordinary efforts of your 

organization to heal infant hearts 

Tom Burdick, CFP CLU ChFC 
Financial Advisor 

President 
Empire Financial Advisors, Inc. 

3 Lear Jet Lane Ste 200 
Latham, NY 12110 

Direct - 518 608-1117 
FAX - 518 608-1111 

We Wish You Great Success 

 In This Year’s Tournament 

Rickard Agency, Inc. 

2088A Curry Road., Schenectady, NY 12303 

Phone: (518) 356-1900 
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The Southern Rensselaer County Rotary Club 

 is proud to support your mission of caring for 

and healing infants around the world 

 

Thanks to the Rotarians  

Jim Leyhane 

Dean and Doris Calamaras 

HAPPY HOUR SPONSOR 
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From Glenville came a duffer named McBurney 

Who carried magic clubs on his golf journey 

At Pinehaven he swung 

Tallied 18 holes-in-one 

And won the Gift of Life tourney! 

 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE GOLFERS 

AT THE 2020 GIFT OF LIFE TOURNAMENT! 
 

LIMERICK OF THE DAY  
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BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR  
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N OT E S  
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2020 Gift of Life Board Members 

Elena Alvarez, PhD 

Thomas Burdick, President 

Dean & Doris Calamaras 

Melissa Ehlers, MD 

Patricia Herman, Secretary 

Milan Jackson, PDG 

Mark Juda, Esq. 

James Leyhane, MD 

Peter Mason 

William Nathan, PDG 

Robert Rosoff, Treasurer 

Ellen Strait 

Richard Suker, Vice-President 

Guillermo Trujillo 

Dawn Vavala 

Rotary District Officers 

Griesche, Richard, DG 

Jones, Larry, PDG 

Bruce McConnelee, DGE 

Denise DiNoto, DGN 

Advisory Member 

Raylman, Rob 

Friends of GOL 

Ciccio, Judy 
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S P E C I A L  T H A N K S   
to the following organizations and individuals who have contributed 
funds and made significant efforts to make this tournament a huge 
success.  We are also grateful to our GOL board who has worked so 
effectively under pandemic conditions to organize this event 

 

Rotary E Club of Upstate New York 
Capital Region Rotary Club 

Colonie- Guilderland Rotary Club 
Dixon Golf — Meaghan Kanagy 

Malta Sunrise Rotary Club 
Casa Real Mexican Restaurant (Guilderland and Schenectady) 

Larry and Carolyn Bailey of LTB Photos and Twin Bridges Rotary Club. 
Home Style Pizza & Caterers 

I Love New York Pizza (Upper Union Schenectady) 
Brian Merriam Insurance Company 

Musler’s Fine Women’s Clothing 
Judy Nocera of Marigold’s   

Hartz Family Cleaners 
Shalimar Restaurant (Clifton Park) 

Michael’s Shoe Service 
Elena Alvarez 

Sanco Group, LLC 
DePaula 

Casey’s Restaurant, Rensselaer 
Frank Adams Jewelers 
Pearl Grant Richmans 

Thomas Burdick 
Dawn Vavala 

Dean and Rich Calamaras 
Pat Herman 
Rick Suker 

  

Event Organization 

Rick Suker, Organizing Committee Chair 
Members: Elena Alvarez, Tom Burdick, Dawn Vavala, Pat Herman, Dean 

and Doris Calamaras, and Guillermo Trujillo 
  

Program Production 

Elena Alvarez  and Glenn Houston 

 


